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“Belgium and its Neighbours’ business climates compared” 

Presented in Tokyo at Joint Belgium-Japan Seminar  

At their Summit in May 2014, the Prime Ministers of Belgium and Japan emphasized the 

strong and long-lasting investment relations between their two countries and expressed 

their mutual wish to reinforce them further. In the framework of this joint initiative, the 

Prime Minister of Belgium, Charles Michel, and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Economy Kris Peeters, travelled to Japan for a short stay from May 11, to promote 

Belgium as an attractive investment destination for Japanese companies. 

Tokyo - On May 12, addressing and presiding over the Seminar on investment 

opportunities in Belgium, Prime Minister Charles Michel and Deputy Prime 

Minister Kris Peeters, highlighted the recent measures taken by the Federal 

Government of Belgium to support the business and investment climate and strengthen 

Belgium’s attractiveness as a gateway to Europe. 

One of the key notes at the seminar was the presentation of BELGIUM AND ITS 

NEIGHBOURS' BUSINESS CLIMATES COMPARED 2015 edition, a comparison of 

business climates in Belgium and other European countries, which was delivered 

by Mr Masatomo Nomura, Chair of the BJA Investment Committee.  

As the BJA wanted to be as objective as possible, a methodology called a ‘study of 

studies’ has been adopted and comparisons have been carefully selected from among 

internationally-renowned studies.1 

                                                   

1 For example: Institute, KOF Index of Globalization (KOF Swiss Economic Institute), Ernst & Young’s 

European Investment Monitor, Cushman & Wakefield’s Reports, World Economic Forum, IMD World 

Competitiveness Report, ZEW – Centre for European Economic Research, Colliers International… 



 

This study of studies looks at the four areas: 

 As the pages on global attractiveness show, there is a rather big gap between 

the perception of Belgium and reality. In other words, the recognition of ‘Belgium’ 

as a brand is low, but in reality the Belgian economy is highly globalised and 

investors discover pleasant surprises afterwards. 

 The pages on headquarters and holding companies show that Brussels is one 

of the leading cities in Europe for business. Not only because of its central location 

in Europe, but also because of its internationally open business culture and the 

ease of doing business, reasonable level of office rent and an investor-friendly tax 

regime, Belgium is a highly regarded location. 

 When it comes to logistics, Belgium ranks number 1 in Europe because of the 

strong combination of excellent infrastructure, accessibility and superb cost 

efficiency for distribution. 

 Concerning research and development, Belgium is in the top five countries in 

the world for the quality of scientific research institutions. The quality of 

mathematics and science education is among the top 3 in the world. 

University-industry collaboration is very active, which shows potential to bring the 

results of research to the market. 

As many of the surveys in the publication confirm the advantages of this country, the BJA 

and its Investment Committee, hope that this booklet will help companies to consider 

Belgium in the short list of the best possible locations in setting up a headquarters, a 

distribution hub or a research and development centre in Europe. 

  



 

 

Belgium-Japan Association & Chamber of Commerce (BJA) 

The Belgium-Japan Association & Chamber of Commerce (BJA) groups over 650 

members, including Belgian and multinational companies, as well as the leading 

Japanese companies based in Belgium, and individuals. It is a dynamic non-profit 

organization promoting business and cultural relations between Belgium, Europe and 

Japan, offering many activities including business luncheons, export and investment 

seminars as well as exclusive invitations to cultural events. 

The BJA also contributes to Belgium-Japan related business promotions through 

initiatives and (book) publications - creating a dynamic business environment for its 

Japanese and Belgian members by informing on important business matters, 

the development of public policy and facilitating networking opportunities. 

In 2008 the BJA was awarded a commendation by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Japan, for the outstanding role the BJA plays in fostering the relations between both 

nations. 

In 2013 His Majesty King Albert II of Belgium bestowed upon the BJA the Royal title. 
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For more information: www.bja.be 

Belgium-Japan Association & Chamber of Commerce 

Tel: 02-644 14 05; info@bja.be 

Specific questions related to the publication:  

Mr M. Nomura, Chairman of BJA Investment Committee and founder of NCE 

mnomura_eu@telenet.be 
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